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WEATHER

Temperatures near normal over Panhandle, but three to
five dagreas above normals elsewhere. Precipitation ranged from
traces to over two inches in the Southeast.

GENERAL

Warm, windy conditions continued the rapid .maturing

and dr/down of fall crops, according to the Nebraska Agricu!tt_r.al
Statisucs Service. With most crop acreage mature, the potenual ol
frost damage is past. A killing frost would be welcome to
eliminate green stems and weeds in soybeans, making harvest
easier. Grain moisture levels continued to decfine. In many cases,

producers were minimizing drying costs, by allowing additional
field drying to occur before combining. Wheat seeding was
virtually complete in the panhandle, while just getting underway in
the Southeast. Soil moisture levels, while improved in the

southeast, were getting very dry in other portions of central and
southern Nebraska. Other producer actavities included millet,
potato and hay harvests, calf weaning and livestock care and
requesting loan deficiency payments's at local FSA offices.

CROPS

Corn condition rated 1% very poor, 2 % poor, 16 % fair,
57% good, and 24% excellent. Dryland corn rated 79% in good
or excellent condition and 83 % of the irrigated corn rated in those

categories. Corn mature was near complete at 92%, nearly two
weeks ahead of a year earlier (62%) and average (61%). Corn
harvested for grain advanced to 21%, well ahead of 4% last year
and 5 % average.

CROP PROGRESS
AS OF September27, 1998
% Corn Mature
% Corn Harvested
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CROPS (cont.)

Soybean condition rated 2% poor, 22% fair, 53% good,
and 23 % excellent. Nearly all the crop, 92 %, was dropping leaves
ahead of 87% last year and 70% average. Harvested at 14%,
compared to 5% last year and 11% average. Foggy morning
conditions slowed drydown and helped pods from becoming too dry.

Green stems were m_ harvest slow.
Sorghum condition rated 1% poor, 13 % fair, 67 % good,

and 19% excellent. Acreage considered mature, at 89% was well
ahead of 65% last year and 51% average. Harvested for grain

moved to 5 % complete, compared to 2 % last year and 4% average.
Dry bean harvest advanced to 73%, near 76% last year

and 67 % average.
Alfalfa condition rated 1% very poor, 7 % poor, 23 % fair,

60% good and 9% excellent. Fourth cutting was 41% complete,

compared to 39% last year and 42% average. Numerous dryland
acres in the south didn t have enough regrowth to warrant a fourth

cutting.
Winter Wheat seeding advanced to 80%, ahead of 70%

last year and average. Emergence was slow at 46%, compared t_
47 % last year, but still ahead of 35 % average. Dry soils continue
to slow emergence, with spotty stands reported in portions of the
south and west.

LIVESTOCK, PASTURE & RANGE

Pasture and ran e conditions declined with the extended
dry conditions, and rated 6 % very poor, 12 % poor, 31% fair, 48 %

good, and 3 % excellent. Supplemental feeding continued in portions
of the south and west, as producers waited for stalk fields to open

up.

AO COL,O SlATIST'CSOIST  ' I LASTI IAYERmy I Nc I _ I c I EC I sw I sc I sE STA WEEK YEAR AGE
53 85 88 99 98 72 99 99 92 83 62 61

4 7 16 22 23 17 28 31 21 8 4 5

%SoybeansDroppingLeaves na 91 95 96 88 77 99 95 92 71 87 70
%Soybeans Harvested na 8 7 19 19 16 35 15 14 4 5 II

%SorghumMature na 81 100 80 96 77 84 91 89 51 65 51
na 5 19 5 15 l 3 6 5 2 2 4

5 19 32 75 44 59 57 59 41 25 1/ 39 42
74 62 60 7 na 71 na na 73 55 76 67

% Sorghum Harvested
% Alfalfa Fourth CuUmg
% Dry Beans Harvested
% Wheat Planted 95 100 60 86 66 76 63 17 80 58 70 70

% Wheat Emersed 75 86 10 9 7 22 1 6 46 23 47 35
DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF September 25, 1998
Days suitable 4.9 6.4 5 9 7.0 5 9 6.2 6.8 3 I 5 8 6.7 2 8
Topsoil moisture - Very Short 0 8 4 4 2 32 41 0 10 l I 4

(Percent) - Short 31 49 61 63 47 29 25 2 40 53 15
- Adequate 69 43 35 33 51 39 31 98 50 36 73
- Smplus 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 8

Subsoil moisture - Very Short 0 9 1 2 1 33 23 8 8 8 7
(Percent) - Short 27 45 39 47 36 29 34 19 35 38 35

- Adequate 73 46 60 51 63 38 43 73 57 54 56
- Smplus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
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PRECIPITATION MAP FOR WEEK ENDING SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1998
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Total pest week ...

Tolal since April I .............

Not'real _oe Alml 1 .......

Total u % of normal ........

_PITATION, APRIL I - SEPTEMBER 26, 1998
NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC , SE

,64 30 29 .30 .19 11 02 .92

13 55 19 23 23.93 1739 26.15 15 03 16.10 2023

13 03 16 47 18 82 18.28 20.87 15.10 18.39 21.56

104% 117% 127% 95% 125% 100% 88% 94%

NW

Stmion

NC

TEMPERATUR_ PRECIPITATION, AND GROWING DEGREE DAY DATA,

WEEK ENDING SA'I'URDAY t SEIrrEMBER 26T 1998

T_per_re l I_,_ivit,,llon l _ Detp'eeData

Max " Extr_nes Mm Mee_ _ l,+ l sm+Ap_ 13Week Currem [ Nccm_
Cbadr_ 90 ' 45 [ 59 [ -- [ 85 -- -- --

Scottsbiuff 87 45 60 +1 24 -- -- --

SJchxey ..... 72 2548 2549

Valemme 86 41 $9 +1 60 -- _ --

Arthw ..... 77 2655 2730

O'Neill ..... 84 2907 2881

NE Norfolk 92 44 64 +4 30 -- -- --

81oU_Clty 93 42 66 +5 21 -- -- --

Coocord ..... 97 2954 2953

1_Sm ..... 93 2973 2939

WestPomt ..... 101 3074 3135

CEN Grtmdlslead 100 47 66 +5 T 103 3105 2988

Ord 88 45 64 -- 31 93 2993 2960

Keamey' -- .... 100 3074 2973

EC Lme, oln 93 45 66 +3 AO 114 3381 3269

Omaha 94 46 66 +4 27 -- -- --

CemralOt-y ...... 103 3082 3013
Mead ...... 116 3266 3243

SW .Imped_ 92 43 64 -- .07 -- -- --
_+ "'+NorthPlette 89 45 63 +4 15 91 2877 2798

Ctmis ...... 108 3036 2847

SC _ Ho]dtege ...... 105 3075 2961

RedCloud ...... 121 3474 3003

SE Bcatliee ..... 113 3211 3269

Clay C¢_ter
103 3145 3007

_._L,.owm_r]_,ec Dav,j f(_)D) emevscd iom_e_ the hmglk offimc rcqmred for a_ _ _. The f_ula used to calculate GDDis. Max R:mp.+ min: romp. dt'adedby 2 romps

50=(_D. Forcmmmple, fftheavcngetemp_utm=foraday 70deg_e_,the(K)D 20forthatday GDD ece calculated fot each day and accumulated from Aptil l5

data is fro'rushed by the 13epam_] Agn_altmal Meteorology, Institute of A_culture and Nattwal I_es, The Umvewty of Nebraska-Lincoln,C_owm8 Degree Day


